
TOP GRADE CONSTRUCTION GARNERS PRESTIGIOUS SAFETY 

AWARD FROM THE ENGINEERING AND UTILITY CONTRACTORS 

ASSOCIATION (EUCA)  

Appointment of New Corporate Safety Director Furthers Top Gradeôs Intense Focus 

and Commitment to Safe Construction Practices 

LIVERMORE, Calif., -- April 8 , 2008 ï Top Grade Construction, Inc., a premier general 

engineering contractor, today announced that it has received the ñSafe Contractor of the 

Yearò award for impeccable performance in 2007 from The Engineering and Utility 

Contractors Association (EUCA). This award, coupled with the creation of a new role for 

Corporate Safety Director Mark Maynard, further solidifies Top Gradeôs position as a leader 

in safe practices in the construction industry. 

Top Grade President and CEO Bill Gates accepted the award on behalf of his organization at 

EUCAôs General Membership Meeting held on Thursday March 20
th
, 2008 in Sunol, 

California. ñIt is very exciting to have been recognized yet again for our outstanding safety 

record by EUCA as well as our peers in the construction industry,ò said Gates. ñSafety is Top 

Gradeôs number one core value. It is engrained in our culture and always at the forefront of 

our construction activities.ò 

This award marks the fifth time in the past eight years that Top Grade has been honored for 

achievement in safety by EUCA. The winners were presented with award plaques for their 

accomplishments in safety management and operations. Honorees are selected based on their 

number of recordable incidents, work days lost and a comprehensive review of their overall 

safety program. 

During 2007, Top Grade logged more than 827,000 worker-hours, resulting in a record low 

1.93 OSHA Total Recordable Incident rate, well below the national average of 5.9. The 

companyôs success rate is the direct result of an extremely comprehensive safety program that 

includes a dedicated safety staff, more than 50 different training programs, site-specific 

training, daily, weekly and monthly safety meetings, and a total commitment to safety at all 

levels from the President to the field laborers. 

ñThe EUCA Safety Award program had yet another year of record applicants making the 

competition extremely fierce. The award winners should be very proud of their achievement,ò 

said Gary Rudy, EUCA Safety and Insurance Committee Chairman. 

Additionally, Top Grade is furthering its commitment to being a leader in safe construction 

practices by creating a new position within the company for a Corporate Safety Director. 



 

Assuming this new role is Mark Maynard, an acknowledged industry expert in the field of 

safety with a tremendous breadth of experience in managing safety on a national and regional 

level. Prior to joining Top Grade, Maynard worked as Director of Corporate Safety and EEO 

Compliance for DeSilva Gates Construction, where he was instrumental in developing the 

seamless implementation of health and safety programs for seven different subsidiary 

companies. Maynard also served as Corporate Safety Director for the Walsh Group in 

Chicago, IL and as Regional Safety Manager for Walsh Pacific Construction in Monterey, 

CA. He carries an impressive list of professional credentials, including OSHA 500 Outreach 

Trainer, OSHA 40 Hour HAZWOPER Certification, OSHA 8 Hour HAZWOPER Supervisor 

Certification, CPR/First Aid Instructor and OSHA 10 and 30 Hour Certifications. 

 

ñAs we continue to expand and vertically integrate our business, the number one priority will 

continue to be the safety of our employees, customers and the general public,ò said Brian 

Gates, Chief Operating Officer at Top Grade. ñAs part of the ongoing commitment and long-

term vision of the organization, Top Grade has hired Mark as our Corporate Safety Director to 

strengthen existing safety programs and practices, further positioning Top Grade for future 

success.ò 

 

About Top Grade Construction 

Top Grade Construction, Inc., www.topgradeconstruction.com, is a premier, California-based 

general engineering contractor with more than 500 employees servicing projects spanning 

from Riverside to Sacramento. Founded in 1990 and headquartered in Livermore, Calif., the 

company specializes in heavy highway and civil engineering construction services, including 

general site preparation, earth moving, excavation, grading and paving. Top Gradeôs clients 

include many of the major commercial builders, various developers as well as virtually all of 

the local city, county, state and federal contracting agencies.  TGC has earned its stellar 

reputation within the construction industry through its commitment to providing superior 

customer service, competitive pricing, quality workmanship, state-of-the-art equipment and 

highly skilled, professional employees on every project. 
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